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them in the chambers. " Still your old child's tricks !" replied
the dwarf: " Will there never be an end to idleness?" "With
this, he turned again to his employment, kept his people weigh<
ing and sorting the ingots; some he sent away on errands, some
he chid with angry tones.

"Who is the gentleman?" said Mary.

" Our Metal-Prince," replied Zerina, as they walked along.

They seemed once more to reach the open air, for they were
standing by a lake, yet no sun appeared, and they saw no sky
above their heads. A little boat received them, and Zerina steered
it diligently forwards. It shot rapidly along. On gaining the
middle of the lake, the stranger saw that multitudes of pipes,
channels and brooks, were spreading from the little sea in every
direction. " These waters to the right," said Zerina, '' flow be-
neath your garden, and this is why it blooms so freshly; by the
other side we get down into the great stream." On a sudden,
out of all the channels, and from every quarter of the lake, came
a crowd of little children swimming np; some wore garlands of
sedge and water-lily; some had red stems of coral, others were
blowing on crooked shells; a tumultuous noise echoed merrily
from the dark shores; among the children might be seen the fair-
est women sporting in the waters, and often several of the children
sprang about some one of them, and with kisses hung upon her
neck and shoulders. All saluted the strangers; and these steered
onwards through the revelry out of the lake, into a little river,
which grew narrower and narrower. At last the boat came
aground. The strangers took their leave, and Zerina knocked
against the cliff. This opened like a door, and a female form,
all red, assisted them to mount. " Are you all brisk here ?" in-
quired Zerina. " They are just at work," replied the other, " and
happy as they could wish; indeed, the heat is very pleasant."

They went up a winding stair, and on a sudden Mary found
herself in a most resplendent hall, so that as she entered, her
eyes were dazzled by the radiance. Flame - coloured tapestry
covered the walls with a purple glow; and when her eye had
grown a little used to it, the stranger saw, to h6r astonishment,
that, in the tapestry, there were figures moving up and down in
dancing joy fulness; in form so beautiful, and of so fair propor-
tions, that nothing could be seen more graceful; their bodies
were as of red crystal, so that it appeared as if the blood were
visible within them, flowing and playing in its courses. They